THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

keeping it unbroken to the end. No effort, we may
safely assume, will be spared by our Government to
defeat and bring to naught the tremendous, concen-
trated assault upon our convoys which has already
begun and which is likely to be intensified in the
spring of 1941. Lord Lothian in his last speech (read
for him on December n) warned his American
listeners, and the world, of the coming danger.
Jhprd Lothian* s Warning
'^Hitler', he said, 'has lost the second round of the
war. But we think he is certainly going to renew the
attack on Britain with all his might this winter and
spring. This time he is going to concentrate on the
sea. He has failed to overwhelm us in the air and
we are sure he will continue to fail while with your
help our power to hit back with our bombers will
steadily increase. But he is building submarines and
long-distance 'planes with all his might and main
with which to bomb convoys and announce their
location to submarines. He will base them on all
ports and aerodromes along that Hne which runs
like a vast semicircle round Britain from Narvik
down the northern and western coasts of France to
Spain. He will have two new 35,ooo-ton battleships,
Tirpitz and Bismarck, and other vessels in the North
Sea early next year. With these he will try to
deliver a knock-out blow to our communications so
as to prevent us getting the food, raw materials and
aeroplanes necessary to enable us to continue the
war at full strength. Today, since the disappearance
of the powerful French Navy, we are fighting alone*